(   169   )

the Shans, inhabiting that part of their dominions which
touches upon the Munecpoor frontier, have learnt to feel con-
fidence in us, and a very friendly intercourse has existed
between them and the British officers residing there*
for the last five or six years ; and if we continue to retain
an influence in Muneepoor, hy having one or more officers
permanently resident there, we can hardly doubt that
it will in time become an entrepot for trade between two
countries, which, but for the existence of this beautiful vallev,
would have been separated by an almost impracticable chain
of mountains. British goods, which could be brought to the
Muneepoor valley free of the exactions with which the trade
at Rangoon is burdened, would, 1 have not a doubt, be pro-
fitably sold there to the Shans of the Ningthee, at prices be-
low the rates demanded for similar articles at the same spot,
which have run the gauntlet of extortion from Rangoon to
Genduh,

53rd.    Throughout   the   widely-extended   regions   with
which   war has    recently   brought   us   into   contact,   the
taste,  and  consequent demand, for British  manufactures,
is   annually   increasing:   red   and   blue  banats,   handker-
chiefs,  book muslins, long cloths, chintzes, coral, and glass
beads,  are eagerly sought after by the Burmahs, Shans,
and the numerous hill tribes which touch upon the valley of
Muneepoor, and the plains of Ava, in every direction; and
though the establishment of such an intercourse must, from its
very nature, be at first attended with difficulties, still the his-
tory of commerce proves, that after the preliminary measures
have been taken, its  subsequent increase proceeds  with a
rapidity perfectly woaderM, and produces on every country,
where it is duly cherished, the most salutary and civilizing
influence.

54th. Of the trade between Ava and China, a particular
account has been already given, and with every allowance for
the imperfect nature of the sources from whence much of the
information has been drawn, enough has been .adduced to
prove, that it is of very considerable value, and that as far as
physical difficulties of country are-concerned, there are no seri-